CALVIN'S SEIZURE OF POWER

for ecclesiastical offences. The councillors had appointed
him "lecteur de la Sainte Escripture" that he might interpret
Holy Writ to the faithful; they had appointed him
preacher that he might preach, and might guide the
congregation to walk in the true faith. They considered
that they had retained within their own hands the power
of inflicting punishment, and that they, not Calvin or
any preacher, were responsible for the behaviour of the
burghers. Neither Luther nor Zwingli, nor any other
of the reformers, had hitherto tried to take over such
rights or powers, which were reserved to the civil
authority. Calvin, being of an authoritarian nature, at
once set to work to make the Council no more than the
executive organ of his commands and ordinances, Since
he had no legal right to do anything of the kind, he
established a right for himself by introducing excom-
munication. By a stroke of genius he transformed the
religious mystery of the Last Supper into a means for
promoting his personal power and of exercising pressure
on his adversaries. The Calvinist preacher, in due time,
decided to admit those only to the Lord's Supper whose
moral behaviour seemed satisfactory. But if the preacher
refused to admit any one to the' Lord's Supper, the person
thus banned would be banned also in the civic sense.
Here lay the intolerable might of the new weapon. No
one was permitted any longer to speak of the offender,
who was, as schoolboys say, sent to Coventry, no one
could sell to him or buy from him; thus what had
appeared at the outset to be a purely ecclesiastical instru-
ment placed at the disposal of the spiritual authorities,
was transformed into a social and business boycott. If
the person against whom a boycott was declared would
not capitulate, and refused to make public acknowledg-
ment of wrongdoing, Calvin gave him short shrift, and
commanded his banishment. An adversary of Calvin,
though the most respectworthy of citizens, could no
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